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Message Text 


INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO OES-07 NAS-01 ICA-20 L-03 /044W 

034364 080609Z/23 

R 070844Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0111 


UNCLAS MOSCOW 06985 


E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OEXC, TGEN, UR, US 

SUBJECT: INTER- ACADEMY AGREEMENT: EXCHANGEE HOUSING (21.00) 
REF: (A) STATE 86602, (B) MOSCOW 5496 

1 . NAS EXCHANGEE SILBAR ADVISED EMBASSY THAT ACADEMY 

OF SCIENCES HAD REVERSED ITS PREVIOUS POSITION AND PROVIDED 
HE AND HIS WIFE WITH AN APARTMENT. WE APPRECIATE NAS'S 
PROMPT DISPATCH OF A SUPPORTING TELEX. 

2. COMMENT. WITH RESPECT TO NAS COMMENTS ON SOVIET 
ACADEMY OF SCIENCES HOUSING POLICY PER PARA 4, REF A. 

WE PERCEIVE NO MAJOR CHANGE AND ATTACH NO SPECIAL 
SIGNIFICANCE TO THOSE PROBLEMS WHICH HAVE ARISEN. THE 
PROBLEMS WHICH HAVE OCCURRED RECENTLY, NOTABLY THAT OF 
SILBAR BUT ALSO THOSE ENCOUNTERED BY HEMMES AND KOBLITZ 
AT THE OUTSET OF THEIR VISITS, SEEM TO HAVE THEIR SOURCES 
IN THE ROUTINE ADMINISTRATIVE CLUMSINESS OF THE SOVIET 
BUREAUCRACY. IN EACH CASE, THE PROBLEM WAS PUT RIGHT 
WITHIN A REASONABLE PERIOD OF TIME. AND, OF COURSE, SOME 
EXCHANGEES, BORGAOMKAR AND GREER, FOR EXAMPLE, HAVE NOT 
EXPERIENCED HOUSING PROBLEMS, MOVING RIGHT INTO ACADEMY 
APARTMENTS ON THEIR ARRIVAL HERE. 

3. WITH RESPECT TO PARTICULAR COMPLAINTS ABOUT 
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INADEQUATE ADVANCE NOTICE ABOUT THE HOUSING SITUATION HERE, 
BOTH HEMMES AND SILBAR (OF THE RECENT NAS ARRIVALS) TOLD 
US THAT NAS HAD NOT INFORMED THEM OF THE SPECIFICS OF THE 
HOUSING SITUATION AWAITING THEM HERE, I.E., THAT THEY 
WOULD BE LODGED IN HOTELS FOR THE MOSCOW PORTION OF THEIR 
VISITS WHEN THEY HAVE BEEN ADVISED, EITHER BY NAS OR, 

IN SILBAR S CASE, BY THE SOVIETS, THAT THEY WOULD BE 
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PROVIDED APARTMENTS. IT HAS BEEN OUR EXPERIENCE, AND WE 
CITE THE RICHARD DAVIS CASE AS A PRIME EXAMPLE, THAT 
NAS EXCHANGEES OFTEN ARRIVE HERE UNAWARE THAT THE QUESTION 
OF THEIR HOUSING HAS NOT IN FACT BEEN RESOLVED BETWEEN 
THE TWO ACADEMIES. IT ONLY ADDS TO THE PROBLEMS 
OF ALL CONCERNED TO SEND US EXCHANGEES HERE WITHOUT SOVIET 
CONFIRMATION THAT ADEQUATE (AND REQUESTED) HOUSING WILL 
BE PROVIDED. TOON 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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